
 
Sela PCS Board Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, December 11, 2025 
Via Zoom 
6:45 pm 

Board Members In Attendance: 
Alen Amini 

Nathan Groce 
Michael Walker 

                   Bryce Jacobs​ ​  
Steve Messner 

Ezra Karger 
King Adjei-Frimpong 

Marisa Tersy 
Reut Rozenberg 

      Tara Cuevas​  
Anika Wilkins 

Amberine Huda 

Others in Attendance 
Rachel Sussman 
Ryan Benjamin 

 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 6:47 pm EST. No public comment for this session, but anyone can 
reach out to selapcsboard@gmail.com or any individual Board member.  
 
Approval of Agenda and Minutes: Alen Amini 
Upon motion and second, all Board members present voted to approve the agenda as presented. 
Upon motion and second, all Board members present reviewed and voted to approve meeting minutes 
from November. 
 
General Board Updates: Finance 

●​ Amendments proposed to protocols around school purchases: (1) Allow all officers (Chair, 
Vice Chair, Treasurer, Secretary) to approve purchases, (2) adjust procurement purchasing 
amounts to align with general purchasing approval thresholds, and (3) replace all references 
to “Executive Director” with “Head of School.” 

●​ Treasurer Steve Messner and Ms. Sussman spoke to the nature of these amendments. 
Questions raised and a discussion had on document sharing on purchases.  

○​ Upon motion and second, all Board members present except Anika Wilkins voted to 
approve these amendments as presented. Anika Wilkins voted nay on account of the 
discussion above. 

 
Head of School Update: Rachel Sussman 
Ms. Sussman reviewed school highlights. Notable highlights include: 

1 
 

mailto:selapcsboard@gmail.com


 
●​ Planned visit from GW Program in Israel Education to observe immersive Hebrew 

instruction, and included Sela Ambassadors, students who engaged stakeholders on a school 
tour and answered questions.  

○​ Tour quote: “We were so impressed by the school and the remarkable Hebrew 
immersion taking place. The warmth of your school and the strong sense of 
community you have built are truly evident.” 

●​ PD series around sharing cultural celebrations and a family engagement art workshop.  
●​ Ms. Sussman did a summary on the ASPIRE framework and a review of the SY24-25 OSSE 

Report Card data. Ms. Sussman shared that Sela experienced a 26.5 point gain on the CAPE 
growth section of the framework, providing a notable improvement in Sela’s growth with 
students who are economically disadvantaged and/or underserved (EcoDis).  

 
Committee Updates:  

●​ Academic: Doing a deep dive into ASPIRE, both in understanding the goals and the adoption 
process which we will need to make a vote on by February. Academic Chair Marisa Tersey led 
the conversation.  

●​ External Relations: Giving Tuesday team worked with the PTSA to raise $11,000, leaving us 
with a $4,000 fundraising gap for the end of the year. Received a $25,000 grant through the 
Jewish Federation to enhance security at Sela. Request made for board members to do their 
end of year asks via email and other relationships to try and meet our annual goal of 
$60,000. 

 
Motion to Move Into Closed Session: Alen Amini 
Upon motion and second, all  Board members present voted to close the open meeting and move into 
closed session, per Section 2-575 of the DC Open Meetings Act: subsections (b) (12), to “train and 
develop members of a public body and staff.” 

 
Adjournment: Alen Amini 
Upon motion and second, all board members present voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:22 pm EST. 
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